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LEARNING THE CRAFT OF WRITING  

Mrs. Rockenfeller’s fifth grade class has been 
working on the craft of compare/ contrast essays. 
From graphic organizers, to Smartboard 
presentations and class discussions, the students 
learned how to earn top scores in writing.  After 
reading The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George 
Speare, each student was to write such an essay. 
The following is an example of fifth grade work by 
Ciara Tickner. 
 
The Sign of the Beaver was written by Elizabeth 
George Speare. The genre of the story is historical 
fiction set in the Maine wilderness during 1765. 
Elizabeth had enjoyed writing with her cousin when 
she was a child. She won a Newbery Award for two 
of her bestselling books, The Witch of Black Bird 
Pond and The Sign of the Beaver. 
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PPIIZZZZAA  FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSEERR  PPIICCKK  UUPP    

Friday, January 29 
Upper Parking Lot 
4:00 – 4:30 p.m. 
PPTTAA  MMEEEETTIINNGG  

Monday, Feb. 1st, 7:00pm 
Media Center 

New members welcome! 
FFIIEELLDD  TTRRIIPP,,  GGRRAADDEE  55  

Friday, Feb. 5th 
DaVinci Science Center 

PPTTAA  GGEERRTTRRUUDDEE  HHAAWWKK  FFUUNNDDRRAAIISSEERR  

Begins Monday, Feb. 8th 
Ends Thursday, Feb. 25th 
SSCCHHOOOOLL  CCLLOOSSEEDD  

Friday, Feb. 12th 
Monday, Feb. 15th 
Presidents’ Weekend 

The next edition of Panther Prints is scheduled to 
be published on Wednesday, Feb. 10th.   If you 
have material to submit, you can send it to the 
school office, e-mail Jill Schennum at 
JSchennum@embarqmail.com, or call at 459-
4264 by Wednesday, Feb. 3rd.  Include a contact 
person and phone number. 

WWWWWW..HHOOPPEE--EELLEEMM..OORRGG  

 

 

 

 

 A Still Life in Words 
 
Seashell... 
A seashell, so delicate and minuscule, tucked 
between the many cracks and crevices of the 
stones that surround it.  Awkward and alien in 
its appearance, but smooth and enjoyable to 
the touch.  It was once home to something 
equally perplexing.  It's like a set of armor but 
more majestic and natural, like the sandy 
beaches from which its journey began.  
  - anonymous Hope student 
 

January 27, 2010 

  

http://www.goes.com/hopeschool
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The Sign of the Beaver is about a twelve-year-old 
boy who is left alone in the wilderness by his father. 
His father left him there to prepare for his family 
that the father went back to get.  The boy, Matt, 
doesn’t have much luck in the beginning of the 
story. However, Matt meets two Indians from the 
Beaver Tribe, the Indian Chief Saknis and his 
grandson, Attean. Will things turn around for Matt 
when it appears everything is going wrong?  There 
are many similarities and differences between the 
two characters, Attean and Matt, that allow the 
reader to determine Matt's fate. 
 

Here are some examples of similarities between 
Attean and Matt.  One example is they were both 
brave when they went face-to-face with a mother 
bear.  Matt threw a rabbit to distract the bear while 
Attean shot the bear with his bow and arrow. 
Another similarity between the two boys was that 
they were resourceful. Attean and Matt had to 
depend on themselves for food and supplies. Also 
both boys live in the wilderness. The last similarity 
is that they both wanted respect, but in different 
ways. Matt wanted Attean to respect him and in the 
end of the story, Attean respects Matt for staying to 
wait for his family to come back instead of traveling 
with the Indians. By giving something to remember 
him by, Attean gave Matt his dog and Matt gave 
Attean a prized possession, showing his respect. 
 

Besides similarities, there are some differences 
between Matt and Attean. One difference is how the 
two react to things.  Matt acted impetuously 
because he didn’t lock the door, and when the bear 
got in he thought he could get honey from a 
swarming hive.  Because of how he reacted, he ran 
from the bees, almost broke his ankle, and nearly 
drowned! On the other hand, Attean is cautious. 
Attean learned to be cautious because he lives deep 
in the woods. He has a better understanding for the 
need to be aware of his surroundings.  One other 
example is that Matt is careless. Matt is not good 
with a gun, and he isn’t good with fishing either. 
Unlike Attean, who is a good hunter, can cook 
various foods, blaze trails well, and is kind to 
nature.  Another difference between the characters 
is that they were educated in different ways. Matt 
can read and write. He has knowledge of most of 
the world. Meanwhile, Attean is uneducated and 

doesn’t want to learn to read. Attean is also not 
interested in how white men live. 

As one could see, there are many similarities and 
differences between the two young minds. They 
may not get along at times, but together their 
friendship will always be a symbol of brotherhood. 
You never know when you will meet a new friend. 
As many differences as there were between the 
boys, what they found deep in their hearts, were 
many similarities. The reader can see that the 
differences of the boys made them closer. 
                              - submitted by Mrs. Markus 

INFORMATION ON HOPE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL 
BUDGET  
 
Do you have questions concerning your school?  
Come and get the answers. 
 
Are you concerned about the way your tax dollars 
are spent at your school?  Then come to a Board 
meeting and find out the answers and offer your 
suggestions.   
 
When is the school budget prepared for the 
upcoming year?  The answer is:  during the 
ENTIRE previous school year.  Then, in March, the 
Board must make their best estimate as to the needs 
of the upcoming year, and prepare a final budget.  
This budget is presented to the public at various 
times and locations, and then the residents vote on 
April 20.    
 
Public attendance at School Board meetings has 
been consistently low.  School expenses are 
discussed at every Board meeting.  If you have 
concerns, it is important that you attend and make 
your voice heard.  Do you work late?  Perhaps you 
can’t get to a board meeting?  That’s why board 
members are members of YOUR community – 
many have children in your school.  You can share 
your concerns with them when you see them at a 
ball game, or in the post office.  You can talk to 
them while waiting to pick up your child at school, 
or while attending the town picnic. You are also 
welcome to contact our administration, Mrs. Huff, 
Business Administrator and Board Secretary and 
Mr. Annunziata, Superintendent/Principal at  
459-4242. 
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My contact information is below.  Please feel free to 
contact me at anytime.  
 
Did you know that Hope School has received quite 
a few grants during the school year?  All of these 
monies help toward expenses during the school 
year. For example, all of the SmartBoards that are 
being installed now in the school were paid for with 
grant funds.  Other ways that your school saves 
money is by making improvements to the school 
building.  Recently installed windows will save a 
great deal of money on the heating costs for the 
school, and 40% of the costs were covered by state 
grant funds. Additional savings have been made by 
contracting for transportation and cafeteria services.   
 
So, do you want to get involved?  Do you want to 
know more about how your tax dollars are spent?  
Do you want to get the facts on a budget item?  
Come on out to a Board meeting!   
 
The next Hope BOE meetings are: February 9th, 
23rd and March 9th at 7:00 p.m. in The Hope School 
Media Center. 
  
Hope to see you soon! 
 
  - Jennifer Wallace, Hope Township  
   School Board Member 
  (908) 459-7880     
  lakejustit@earthlink.net 
  http://www.jgwallace.com/ 
 
 
LARGER THAN LIFE SCIENCE PROJECTS 

Outside the 4th grade classroom there are larger 
than life size posters of our body  systems.  These 
were made in science class with Mrs. Gecek.  Some 
students laid down on a giant piece of paper while 
another student traced their body.  From that, the 
students worked in groups to draw different body 
systems within the outline.  The projects were a way 
to teach the students not only about how the 
systems work, but tips on how to keep each system 
healthy.  For instance, the students discussed the 
damage from smoking on the Respiratory System. 
 
Other body systems created were the nervous 
system, circulatory system, digestive system, 
skeleton system, muscular system, and excretory 

system. In total, the fourth grade created six posters. 
Mrs. Gecek said, “The kids learn all of the body 
system while enjoying an activity.  That’s exactly 
what the lesson was designed to do.” 

The next time you are walking past the fourth grade 
hall, stop by and look at the posters.  Maybe you 
could try and figure out whose outline was drawn! 
 
 - Alexis Melchor, Panther Prints Reporter 

A TRIP TO NEW YORK CITY 
 
Have you ever gone to New York City?  I did.  I 
went to New York City to see the Rockettes with 
my family and my grandparents. When we got there 
my sister, Ashley, saw kids with Rockette dolls. 
The dolls had a button that made their dresses spin. 
Ashley had to get one and she did!   
 
After the show was done, we headed off to a diner 
to eat.  Then we walked around the city to look at 
the holiday window displays.  At one store, the line 
was so long we just walked on the outside of the 
railing for a peek. From there we went to St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. When we went in, I was 
amazed at how beautiful the stained-glass windows 
were and everything inside!   
 
I took tons of pictures. When we got to the car, we 
were all tired. This day was a busy day. If you’re 
ever looking for a fun trip, go to NYC! 
 
   -Gabby Caputo, Panther Prints  
  Reporter 
 
 
A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A WATER BOTTLE 
 
Hi!  I am a water bottle.  Imagine what its like to be 
me?  I love when people need to be hydrated but 
what I don't love is being used the wrong way.  But 
that isn't the problem.  It's how people dispose of 
me.  People just throw me on the ground, not 
thinking of how it is affecting the environment.  Or, 
what if a dog were to come along and see me?  
What do you think it would do?  That's right.  The 
dog would eat me (or any animal for that matter).  
Sadly, this has happened before.  This would make 
the animal very sick.   
 

mailto:lakejustit@earthlink.net
http://www.jgwallace.com/
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And let me ask you…What if somebody just throws 
me on the side of the road?  Don't you think I get 
lonely?  More importantly, I will poison the soil and 
cause other things to die.  It's too late for my uncle 
Julius.  He is at the bottom of a dump somewhere. 
He wasn't put in the recycling bin.  He was tossed in 
the garbage.   
 
So, I'm asking you to please consider where you 
dispose of me.  A bad choice could be a disaster,  
a disaster that could last a long, long time. 
 
  by Ciara Tickner, Reporter  
 
MATH AND SURVEYORS 
 
Do you like math?  Surveyors do.  Surveyors need 
to measure the area and find out the area and 
perimeter of place on Earth.  This is a job that needs 
to use a lot of math.  There are many types of 
surveyors.  Geodetic surveyors measure the Earth's 
surface.  Marine surveyors, also known as 
hydrographic surveyors, work with different types 
of bodies of water.  If you like math and you like 
the outdoors, you may want to be a surveyor!  
 
  - Kayla Senzig, Panther Prints  
   Reporter 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
 
There are missing lego parts from one of the 
dioramas showcased in the media center.  If you 
found any legos while in the library, please return 
them.  
 
                  HOPE TOWNSHIP NEWS 
 
WHAT HAPPENED AT SWAYZE LAKE?  
 
As most of you may know, Robert Poyer Jr., aged 
59, allegedly jumped into the lake on Monday, 
January 4 at Swayze to save his dog.  It is believed 
that he fell through the ice.  NJ State Police used 
icebreakers to get through the ice and then sent 
divers down to find his corpse.  Mayor McDonough 
said Robert was a quiet man and often walked his 
dog at Swayze Park.  The State Police have not yet 
solved this mystery.   
 - Duncan Taylor, Panther Prints Reporter 
 

HELP FOR HAITI 
 
St. John's UMC is providing health kits that will be 
sent to earthquake-devastated Haiti.  The kits are 
valued at between $8 - $12 per kit.  The kit contains 
everything from towels and washcloths to sterile 
bandages and bar soap.  They will be distributed to 
those who have been forced to leave their homes as 
a result of the recent disaster.  
  
For individuals or groups that want to contribute 
basic necessities, we request the following NEW 
items be placed in a sealed one-gallon plastic  
bag.  
  
1 hand towel (15" x 25" up to 17" x 27" - no kitchen 
towels)  
1 washcloth  
1 comb (large and sturdy, no pocket-sized)  
1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or 
toenail clippers)  
1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up)  
1 toothbrush (single brushes only in original 
wrapper, no child-size brushes)  
6 adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages  
$1.00 to purchase toothpaste  
  
(NOTE: Toothpaste is purchased in bulk to be 
added to health kits to ensure that they product does 
not expire before they are sent.)  
  
Because the emergency kits are carefully planned to 
make them usable in the greatest number of 
situations and strict rules govern product entry into 
international countries, UMCOR requires that the 
kits contain the requested items - nothing more.  
  
If you are interested in donating, please contact 
Julie Senzig at  908-459-5739.  St. John's will be 
sending the kits for distribution on Feb. 14. 
  


